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WELCOME to the fellowship of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We gather to give 
praise and thanks to the One who has given us Christ Jesus, and through him, all 
things. Our goal is to rejoice in the presence of the Lord before we begin a new 
week, to support one another in prayer and to challenge one another to live as 
people of God in our homes, offices, shops, factories, schools and playgrounds. 
We believe the Christian life is the most rewarding, demanding and fulfilling life 
possible ... Please join us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
Gathered to worship,

Equipped by the Holy Spirit,
Strengthened through community,

Sent in peace to serve the Lord. 

CHILDREN are welcome to join their parents in worship. A separate Children’s 
Sermon is available online and within this service. 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP: 
Please join us for worship on our YouTube channel “Pastor Bill Bethlehem Santa 
Rosa” https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5xTmtCjUddP81wRiTd2C8w or on 
our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/BLCSantaRosa
Please feel free to share with friends, remember to like, write a comment, friend 
or subscribe.
Today’s worship can be found at https://youtu.be/8McWianWuhg

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We 
gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” 
Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

Worship Notes

B E T H L E H E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
AND  BETHLEHEM  CHILDREN’S CENTER

Santa Rosa, California
blc@sonic.net Bill Wessner, Pastor Cell: (707) 782-8703
539-5252 (Office) Debbie Knudtzon, Parish Nurse Cell: (707) 548-0543
Summer Worship  July 5, 2020
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GATHERING

PRE-SERVICE SING-A-LONG
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand. All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism 
as the presiding minister begins:

Pastor:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly

Pastor: The Lord knows the burden of our sin, -Matthew 11:28
   how could we hide?

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: God...
People: you know me,

   sometimes I do not understand my own actions.

 I know the right thing to do,

      but I do exactly the opposite.

 I can will myself to do the right thing

     and my body will not do it.

 It is as though sin dwells within me.

 And even now I try to blame the sin

       instead of taking responsibility myself. -Romans 7:15-20

 Rescue me Lord from the sin I know in my heart.

 Save me Lord from the sin I conceal from myself.

Pastor: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. -Psalm 145:8

 We can give thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord, because of 
the blood of God’s own covenant -Zechariah 9:11

        we are set free from our sin.
 It is for Christ’s sake that our sins are forgiven.
 Now free we may take on his yoke,
      and learn from him and find rest. -Matthew 11:29

 To the glory of the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.-wjw
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OPENING HYMN “Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land”

Please stand as you are able

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray,
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE WORD

FIRST READING  Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
 Lo, your king comes to you;
  triumphant and victorious is he,
 humble and riding on a donkey,
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
 and the battle bow shall be cut off,
  and he shall command peace to the nations;
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
  and from the River to the ends of the earth.

 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
  today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Following the reading...

Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life.
People: Thanks be to God

PSALM READING  Psalm 145:8-14
The Psalm is read responsively

Leader: The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abound-
ing in steadfast love.

People: Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your 
works. 

Leader: All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall 
bless you.

People: They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

Leader: that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of 
your kingdom.
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People: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 
throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and 
loving in all your works. 

Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed 
down. 

PSALM PRAYER

People: 
 Loving God, you are faithful in your promises and tender in your 

compassion. Listen to our hymn of joy, and continue to satisfy the 
needs of every living thing, that all your creatures may bless your 
name, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, both now and forever. 
Amen.

SECOND READING  Romans 7:15-25a
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 

the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 
But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know 
that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, 
but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me.

  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Stand for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL  Matthew11:16–19, 25-30

Following the reading...
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SPECIAL MUSIC “America the Beautiful” Four For His Glory

SERMON “Freedom-Sin-Responsibility” Pastor Bill Wessner 

 Silence for meditation and reflection

HYMN OF THE DAY “Sing Out, Earth & Skies!”
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Together the community confesses their common Christian faith

THE APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
We pray today for loved ones and friends who are ill and recovering, especially Gina Thompson, 

Mike Turner, Janet Wolf, Brianne Konanz, Sue Barnard, Linda Wilkening, Tom Ziegler, Steve Stur-
geon, Donald Schaap, Wyatt Hughes Graham, Terry Larson, Judy & Paul Sengstock, Martin Curtis, 
Judy Warner, Elaine Gutsch, Liz Halburg, Angie Salado, Richard Doran,  JoAnn Lockhard,  Darci 

Raphael, Greg Talmadge, Jesse Halderman, Dixie Offt and Wendy Younger.  

Assistant:  Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world.

After each portion of the prayers:

Assistant: Hear us, O God.
Leaders: Your mercy is great.

The prayer concludes:

Pastor: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

THE PEACE

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation share the peace of the risen Christ, saying these or similar words:

Peace be with you.
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GATHERING OF GIFTS  Stewardship of Our Lives
 Our ministries continue. Please consider giving by mail, call the office and we 
will send envelopes or set up Offerings electronically, email our Financial Secretary, 

Susan Jenkins at RVWhine@sbcglobal.net. (Subject line: BLC Giving)

OFFERTORY   “For the Fruit Of All Creation” 

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray.
God of sun and rain, farm and flower, we praise you for your wonderful 
creation and your all-sustaining love. Calm our anxiety over the needs 
of this life, -Matthew 6:25 that as we have freely received, we may freely 
give. -Matthew 10:8  Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

People: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 
we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 
the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.

SENDING

CLOSING HYMN “We Are Called”
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DISMISSAL

Assistant:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.



Page 14

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND 
words and music by Woody Guthrie

Chorus:
This land is your land, this land is my land
From California, to the New York Island

From the redwood forest, to the gulf stream waters
This land was made for you and me

As I was walking a ribbon of highway
I saw above me an endless skyway

I saw below me a golden valley
This land was made for you and me

Chorus

I’ve roamed and rambled and I’ve followed my footsteps
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts

And all around me a voice was sounding
This land was made for you and me

Chorus

The sun comes shining as I was strolling
The wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling

The fog was lifting a voice come chanting
This land was made for you and me

Chorus

POSTLUDE
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP THIS MORNING

Preaching ............................................Pastor Bill Wessner
Reader ................................................Max & Siri Fenson
Special Music ..................................... Four For His Glory
 ..............John Hall, Chuck VanDeventer, Bill Morgan, & 
 .................................................................... Brian Bertoli  

                Accompanied by Maryellen Birkland 
Praise Band ................Richard Graalfs, George Schweizer,

Dan Thomson, Pastor Brian Claasen & Peggy Bimbi
Prayers & Peace ............... Kathy Ziegler, Melissa Preston,
 ...............................Susan Wessner, Jason & Kara Kracht,
 .........................................................& Michelle Frabotta
Dismissal .....................................................Alexis Kracht

Thanks to all who help with our worship!
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