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WELCOME to the fellowship of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We gather to give 
praise and thanks to the One who has given us Christ Jesus, and through him, all 
things. Our goal is to rejoice in the presence of the Lord before we begin a new 
week, to support one another in prayer and to challenge one another to live as 
people of God in our homes, offices, shops, factories, schools and playgrounds. 
We believe the Christian life is the most rewarding, demanding and fulfilling life 
possible ... Please join us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
Gathered to worship,

Equipped by the Holy Spirit,
Strengthened through community,

Sent in peace to serve the Lord. 

CHILDREN are welcome to join their parents in worship. A separate Children’s 
Sermon is available online and within this service. 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP: 
Please join us for worship on our YouTube channel “Pastor Bill Bethlehem Santa 
Rosa” https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5xTmtCjUddP81wRiTd2C8w or on 
our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/BLCSantaRosa
Please feel free to share with friends, remember to like, write a comment, friend 
or subscribe.
Today’s worship can be found at https://youtu.be/Qz-4qvGVLRI 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound 
of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with 
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we 
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants 
us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

Worship Notes

B E T H L E H E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
AND  BETHLEHEM  CHILDREN’S CENTER

Santa Rosa, California
blc@sonic.net Bill Wessner, Pastor Cell: (707) 782-8703
539-5252 (Office) Debbie Knudtzon, Parish Nurse Cell: (707) 548-0543
Summer Worship  August 9, 2020
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GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism 
as the presiding minister begins:

Pastor:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly

Pastor: With our heart’s faith, -Romans 10:9

 let us call upon the name of the Lord -Romans 10:13

  and confess our sins. 
 (pause)

 O Lord...
People: we fill our lives with noise -1 Kings 19:11-12

   and we do not keep our eyes focused on you. -Matthew 14:10

 We think we are the last faithful people, -1 Kings 19:10 & 14

   yet we act in unfaithful ways.

 We preserve our religion for ourselves,

   and doubt you when we notice that courage is necessary.

 Save us Lord from the sins we know in our hearts.

 Save us Lord from the sins we hide.

(pause for reflection and self-examination)

Pastor: Our God saves. Jesus Christ, God’s own Son saves us. -Matthew 14:30

 Christ secures salvation and justification. -Romans 10:9-10

 Christ forgives our sins.
 Glorious and powerful life is available
 in the Holy Spirit for all who believe and confess. -Romans 10:10  
 To the glory of the Father, and the Son,+ and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.-wjw
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OPENING HYMN   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                          ELW #836 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray,

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to 
be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daugh-
ters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING  1 Kings 19:9-18
 Following the reading...

Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life.
People: Thanks be to God

PSALM READING  Psalm 85:8-13 
 The Psalm is read responsively

Reader: I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
People:  for you speak peace to your faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to you.
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Reader: Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
People:   that your glory may dwell in our land.

Reader: Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
People:  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Reader: Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
People:  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

Reader: The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
People:  and our land will yield its increase.

Reader: Righteousness shall go before the Lord
People:  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

PSALM PRAYER  

People: God of grace, you so loved the world that you gave your only Son to 
be our Savior. Help us to rejoice in your redeeming grace by showing 
mercy and following in the way of justice and peace, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, redeemer of the world. Amen.

SECOND READING  Romans 10:5-15
Following the reading...

Assistant: Word of God.  Word of Life.
People: Thanks be to God.  

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW #174

GOSPEL  Matthew 14:22-33
 Following the reading...
Pastor: Word of God.  Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please be seated 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Faith of Our Fathers” 
Michelle & Madison Frabotta

SERMON “Larger Forces; Fear & Faith” Pastor Bill Wessner
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” ELW #756
vs. 1, 2 & 4

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.
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THE PRAYERS
We pray today for loved ones and friends who are ill and recovering, especially Max Fenson, Vivian 

Farland, Dorothy Gullixson Sharon Boschen Gina Thompson, Mike Turner, Janet Wolf, Brianne 
Konanz, Sue Barnard, Linda Wilkening, Tom Ziegler, Steve Sturgeon, Donald Schaap, Wyatt Hughes 

Graham, Terry Larson, Judy & Paul Sengstock, Martin Curtis, Judy Warner, Elaine Gutsch, Liz 
Halburg, Angie Salado, Richard Doran,  JoAnn Lockhard,  Darci Raphael, Greg Talmadge, Jesse 

Halderman, Dixie Offt, Wendy Younger, Jackson Petty and Karen Schmidt.

Assistant:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
Assistant: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

The prayer concludes:
Pastor: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we 

offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.

THE PEACE

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always!
People:  And also with you.

The minister and congregation share the peace of the risen Christ, saying these or similar words:

Peace be with you.

THE MEAL
GATHERING OF GIFTS  Stewardship of Our Lives
 Our ministries continue. Please consider giving by mail, call the office and we will send 
envelopes or set up Offerings electronically, email our Financial Secretary, Susan Jenkins at 

RVWhine@sbcglobal.net. (Subject line: BLC Giving).

OFFERTORY                                                                             ELW #689 (vs.1)
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OFFERING PRAYER
People: God of mercy and grace,
 the eyes of all wait upon you,
 and you open your hand in blessing.
 Fill us with good things at your table
 that we may come to the help of all in need;
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer.

 Amen. -ELW p64 -Sundays & Seasons 10-12-13 Summer

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:

THE SANCTUS  Great Thanksgiving   ELW #191
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:  We are all in this together, with Christ.
 Come to the Lord’s table.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please be seated
All are welcome at Christ’s table.

COMMUNION SONG             ELW pg. 208 Setting 10

After all have communed and returned to their places...
Please stand

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.

People: Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
People: Compassionate God,
 your Son welcomed sinners
 and ate with them.
 We give you thanks
 for the forgiveness and grace
 we have received in this meal.
 Make us signs of your love,
 that all the world will know
 your mercy and blessing
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Amen. -Sundays & Seasons -Martin Luther

SENDING

CLOSING HYMN  “O Zion, Haste” ELW #668
vs. 1 & 3
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DISMISSAL

Assistant:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP THIS MORNING

Preaching ............................................Pastor Bill Wessner
Organist ...............................................Barbara Laferriere
Reader ........................................................... Nick Keene
Ensemble ........................... Gail Bowers, Laura Lightfoot,

Michelle Frabotta, Brian & Janet Bertoli
Special Music .....................Michelle & Madison Frabotta
Prayers of the Church ...............Judy Flowers, Janet Krug,

Susan Wessner, Kara Kracht, Kathy Ziegler, 
Melissa Preston & Michelle Frabotta

Dismissal ...................................................Susan Wessner

Thanks to all who help with our worship!




