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Gathered to worship,  
Equipped by the Holy Spirit,

Strengthened through community,
  Sent in peace to serve the Lord.

Food of the 
Seasons
Autumn is God's salad:

green, yellow, red, and brown

leaves are tumbling in the air

and gently drifting down.

I take my spoon and fork outdoors

(my shovel and my rake),

toss autumn in my leaf bags.

What compost it will make!

Winter soon will fill my yard

with snow, soft, white, and clean;

I'll take my spoon outdoors again

and scoop up God's ice cream.

-Coralie J. Allen

From Pastor Bill
Isn’t this the time of the year we would be saying 
“welcome back?"
Greeting each other with the big smiles of 
familiarity? The Choirs begin to practice, the 
school starts up, people return from vacations 
from places they have enjoyed all summer, with a 
nice new tan, and everyone with catch up stories.
This year of course is a different pattern. Even when we do travel, we 
notice many different looks and cautions. Even when we start school 
there is a new distance to be kept. Our lives are full of adjustments. 
Work, excursions, communication and even our worship require new 
efforts in perspective and abilities. Now summer is closing and we say:  
Welcome back to worship. More people are participating, singing 
hymns, praying prayers and reading scripture. We always save a place 
for you. There is wonderful special music. When we sing, we share 
pictures, join us with a new or updated picture. Share the look of your 
communion-at-home table for Holy Communion. Show us how you 
serve as Bethlehem in the World for our time of offering. Send in photos 
that remind you of bible passages or lines in a hymn, and we will share. 
(We do not identify you by name online.) There are so many who 
appreciate seeing our pictures. It is one very important way we stay in 
touch. We are in the sanctuary; we are in the world. Follow us, share, 
like, and subscribe. Just visit our updated website https://blc-bcc.com/ 
and at the bottom left on the home page link into Facebook or YouTube. 
To participate with your work just send an email to the Bethlehem office: 
BLC@sonic.net.
Welcome back to Bethlehem in the world. We are still very much in the 
world with our service alive and well. Collections for F.I.S.H. and Elisha’s 
Pantries will be on September 11th.  Wee Praise and Cross Connections 
are resuming virtually on August 27th. (See inside for details)
Welcome back to Bethlehem together. Join in. We are all getting better 
at Zoom- the Rebecca Circle and the Wednesday Bible Study. The Call 
Committee continues their work and is still committed to making a 
recommendation by November. Look for invitations to small group 
meetings both on Zoom and in person while social distancing on the 
patio. Our Stewardship appeal and the preparations of the 2021 Budget 
are coming.
Welcome back!

We all continue in prayers for safety from fires, smoke, heat and virus. 
Please be in touch if you are displaced or we can be of service.
Peace, Pastor Bill
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"A weed is a plant in the wrong place."
For a couple of mornings in July, the crew, pictured below, gathered to remove 
the weeds coming up in every crack in the parking lot asphalt and also in the 
three "islands".

The Adams' and the Gubrud's had already spent a good amount of time 
making the church property more welcoming.

Thank you, all,

-Siri Fenson

From left to right: Beverly Schaap, Siri Fenson, Linda Widdifield, Cal Eriksen, Bob 
and Elaine Adams and Barry and Jan Gubrud.

Second Mile 
Sunday

ELCA Disaster Response 
Ministry~ 

During the month of September 
our Second Mile offerings 
will be donated to Disaster 
Response.

Lutheran Disaster Response 
brings God’s hope, healing and 
renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters 
in the United States and around 
the world. When the dust 
settles and the headlines change, 
we stay to provide ongoing 
assistance to those in need.

Please keep responders in your 
prayers this month and consider 
an additional offering toward 
their ministries. The Sierra 
Pacific Synod is blessed to 
accompany this organization in 
mutual ministry as we proclaim 
God’s creative, redeeming and 
sanctifying love in our synod.

Second Mile Sunday at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church will be 
celebrated on September 13th. 
Please send your donations to the 
Church office with 'Second Mile' 
in the memo line.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Children’s Center 
1300 St. Francis Road, Santa Rosa, California 95409
Sunday  worship : 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. (Suspended)

Church Office: 707/539-5252, Hours: 9-3, M-F    Church Website: www.blc-bcc.com
Church Email: blc@sonic.net  Children’s Center: 707/538-2266
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BLCSantaRosa
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UC5xTmtCjUddP81wRiTd2C8w

Pastor:
Bill Wessner
707-782-8703 (Pastor’s cell) 
Email: PastorBill.BLC@gmail.com

Congregational Officers: 
Cal Eriksen, President 
Brad Powell, Vice President 
Bev Powell, Secretary
Beverly Schaap, Treasurer
Susan Jenkins, Financial Secretary

Council Commissioners:
Nancy Trbovich, Education
Nick Keane, Property
George Kuhn, Stewardship 

Linda Knapp Witness & Service 
Carolyn Cole-Schweizer, Worship
Michelle Thomson, Youth
Janet Krug,  BCC Representative
Siri Fenson, Bethlehem WELCA President

Staff:
Michelle Frabotta,  Parish Administrator
Deborah McNally, Tiffany Perry-Co-Directors 

Bethlehem Children's Center 538-2266
Janet Bertoli, Adult & Youth Choirs
Barbara Laferriere, Organist, Adult Choir,
Position Available, Bell Choir
Laura Lightfoot, Youth Choirs
Debbie Knudtzon, Parish Nurse 537-7450
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Rwanda School 
Update
After a long wait (since March 
16, when schools were ordered 
to close to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19) Rwamagana Leaders' 
School students will be back on 
campus this September. Although 
things will be a bit different, we 
are excited to reunite with our 
students and staff.

As we get ready for our September 
reopening, we have embarked on 
a journey of preparation to ensure 
that we provide a safe environment 
for our students, staff and visitors. 
The health of our students is 
paramount.

We have been joined by our local 
students in our preparations. They 
mopped the dormitories, washed 
mosquito nets and cleaned around 
their dormitories.

Further steps we have taken to 
prepare include purchasing three 
contactless infrared thermometers 
to monitor the temperature of 
all students, staff and visitors. 
One will be used by the security 
personnel at the main entrance to 
campus.

At our entrance, we placed a large 
hand washing station to ensure 
that whoever enters the school 
thoroughly washes his/her hands 
with clean water and soap.

We have placed two hand washing 
stations at the bottom of the 
stairs that lead to the 1st floor 
classrooms on either side of our 
main building block (Founders 
Hall) to ensure that students and 
teachers wash their hands with 
soap and water before going to 
classes. We shall also have hand 
sanitizers in every classroom. 

More hand washing stations have 
been placed at the cafeteria, at 
science laboratories, restrooms and 
other locations around the school.
Informational stickers about 
COVID-19 have been placed on 
walls in and around the entire 
campus to inform students 
about what to do. Some stickers 
encourage students to wash their 
hands regularly with clean water 
and soap, to wear masks and 
practice social distancing, and 
inform students where to go if they 
experience any symptoms.
We shall provide for free five 
reusable masks to each student 
and staff member to ensure that 
they use the masks on campus and 
to prevent use of a single mask 
beyond the recommended hours. 
We will also help students iron 
their masks before using them. 
Our masks will be bought from 
a local Rwanda Standards Board 
and Rwanda Food and Drugs 
Authority-approved provider or 
manufacturer operating in our 
district.
Finally, we are currently seeking 
partnership with a community 
hospital to ensure that our 
students do not leave school 
should they become ill or need 
medical attention. We shall set 
up a temporary clinic at school 
where medical personnel will be 
called in to check on the health of 
the students every weekend and 
whenever a student feels sick.
-Moses Ssenyonjo, Program Director

Holy Ground
From Christ in Our Home  (September 
2020)
Before I was humbled I went 
astray, but now I keep your 
word. (Psalm 119:65-72)

The Latin root word humus refers 
to "ground," so humbled can be 
understood as being brought back 
"down to earth" after thinking 
ourselves superior to others or 
even God. We like to take charge 
of our destiny, use our free will 
to do as we please. Yet quickly we 
become overwhelmed and lost. 
God created humanity "from 
the dust of the ground" (Genesis 
2:7), so being humbled brings us 
back to the truth of our origins: 
we are creatures, not the creator. 
Psalm 119 articulates that we are 
not God, but we are cared for 
by a loving God who sets "good 
judgment and knowledge" (v.71) 
in place to guide and protect us. 
Sometimes it takes callenging 
circumstances to remind us of 
this, and we, like the psalmist, are 
humbled.
But humbled does not mean 
"humiliated." God does not 
shame us but counts us precious. 
God breathed into the first 
human being the very breath of 
God: we may be created from 
the "ground," but we are "holy 
ground."
God, I am humbled by your care 
for humanity and the goodness 
of your law, guiding us in love. 
Amen.

Prayer concern: Individuals feeling 
lost and alone
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Willing to Share
We have finished watching two 
sets of tapes, Understanding the 
Old testament and Understanding 
the New Testament from the Great 
Courses library. There are 24 
half-hour sessions in each. Very 
informative and interesting.

Please call the Adams', 539-7831, 
if you would like to borrow these. 

Pandemic time on your hands? You 
might watch them morning, noon 
or night.

-Bob & Elaine Adams

September
   
  2 Robert Kelly, Pam Frost 

  3  Laura Knapp, Barbara Laferriere,
      Jesmine La Russa

  4  Christian Sanders, Lori & Buz Buckley 
(36)

  5 Diane Wall, Pat Stone, Lori Buckley, 
Alex Kuhn, Cal & Marie Eriksen 
(50), Debbie & Jeff Tiedeman (33), 
Jesmine & Ron La Russa (4)

  6  Alan Petty, Haley Stein

  7  Denise Newkirk, Lucas Marlar, Lynn & 
Dan Carlson (34)

  8 Linda Edstrom, Shirley Stevenson, 
Rod & Kathy Hannon (48), Steve & 
Susan Jenkins (38)

  9 Tony Miller

10  Clarissa Tuor, Peggy Bimbi

11 Jeffrey Perrone, John Paine, Peter & 
Stephanie Walls (27)

13 George Schweizer

15 Sophie Bertoli, Audrey Hulsey

16 Janet Perrone, Karen Schmidt, Scott 
Malde

20 Debbie Knudtzon, Deana Majcherek

21 Rod Gundy

22 Adele Mortensen, Doug & Kathy 
Campbell (41)

23 Susan Jensen

24 Jack Anderson

25 Alexandria Schmidt

26 Kyle Preston, Nick Keane, Lin & Bob 
Beck (56)

27 Bob Adams

28 Thomas Abel

29 Carolyn Shada, Annie Jenkins

Contemporary 
Worship, 
September 6th
  One Sunday a month, usually 
the second Sunday, the Bethlehem 
community worships accompanied 

by guitar, piano, 
bass, and other 
instrumentation. The 
pattern of liturgy is 
familiar, the songs 
often have a more 
contemporary 
rhythm and “feel”.  
Be sure to check 

out, and enjoy, Bethlehem’s 
monthly “contemporary” Sunday, 
September 6th.

It's soon THANKOFFERING Time 
at Bethlehem Lutheran
The WELCA board, having communicated via Zoom and email, lately 
discussed the need to form a Nominating Committee and also to make plans 
for the church women’s Thankoffering event. All donations from this yearly 
drive go to the Women of the ELCA, a Lutheran women’s organization,  based 
in Chicago. Like for so many other non-profit organizations during this time 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, fewer donations are being collected so anything 
we can do to give our support, will be appreciated.  

The ladies of our church are still urged to submit Time Capsule articles (to be 
sent to Lisa McIntyre – WELCA Secretary of Education). Please, if you have 
not yet done so, Lisa would appreciate your contributions. 

For the first time since March, Ruth Circle was happy to meet for Bible Study 
on August 11th in Elaine Adams’s back yard. Rebekah Circle had its fourth 
Bible Study via Zoom on August 13th. Early this summer, members of the 
circle, together with some kind friends, collected 61 pairs of used shoes to 
its mission, the Living Room. More recently, a carload of used items were 
delivered to the Cleveland Avenue location - articles suitable for furnishing two 
newly acquired units, housing women in need of temporary shelter.     

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let 
us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 
our neighbors. 

-Siri Fenson, BLC WELCA President
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Rebekah Circle Update
Rebekah Circle's drive to gather items requested by its outreach 
mission, The Living Room, resulted in some 50 articles (curtains, 
lamps, artwork, throw rugs, etc.) being delivered on August 19.

Thank you, circle members and friends,
-Siri Fenson, WELCA President

Ann Christensen and Siri Fenson packing up the donations.

Thank you
I have so appreciated your kindness and care 
shown to me while undergoing and recuperating 
from hip replacement surgery some weeks ago. I 
hope you know how special you are.

Thank you and bless you,

-Max Fenson

Email Scam
The imposter pastor is a 
common scam in which pastors 
and congregations are targeted.
I advise the congregation to 

- Note the actual address. 
    It is not me if it is not 
PastorBill.BLC@gmail.com
    (don’t be surprised by other 
gmail accounts) 

- do not reply 

- do not click on any links

- report to me (I do notify 
Google)

- mark as spam. 

- if you want to go an extra step 
and report to Google. 
(the email sent to you has more 
information that is useful to 
google.) 
   To do so: Google:
   “Report phishing emails 
to Google”and follow the 
instructions (after the ad) of 
Report phishing emails part of 
the “support.google.com” link.

Peace,

Pastor Bill

Benefit BLC with Online Shopping
Many of you are shopping from home as we shelter-in-place. Don't 
forget, if you are shopping at Amazon, you can shop instead at smile.
amazon.com and increase donations for Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support BLC 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price (.5%)  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 
smile.amazon.com from the web 
browser on your computer or 
mobile device.  Monday, September 7th
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ELCA commemorates 500th anniversary of Luther's The 
Freedom of a Christian
This year marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's treatise The Freedom of a Christian. To 
observe this milestone, the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA), invites the church to read, study and reflect on this Lutheran witness of 
the Christian faith.
In his work, Luther spoke of how God liberates us in Christ to live generously and courageously in 
service of our neighbor's liberation, confident that God's mercy will free us all.
"Christian[s] … do not live in themselves but in Christ and their neighbor, or else 
they are not Christian," Luther wrote. "They live in Christ through faith and in the 
neighbor through love. Through faith they are caught up beyond themselves into God; 
likewise through love they fall down beneath themselves into the neighbor — remaining 
nevertheless always in God and God's love."
To commemorate the anniversary, the ELCA has developed a study guide and other resources, available 
at elca500.org, to deepen readers' engagement with the 500-year-old text. As a partner in this project, 
Fortress Press has generously made available a complimentary download of the treatise, available 
through 2020.
In her introduction to the study guide, Eaton writes, "In this treatise, Luther describes a 'happy 
exchange' wherein Christ sets us free by taking upon himself humankind's sin, pain and judgment, 
and in return giving us his liberating life. … We are empowered in turn to use our freedom to serve 
our neighbors, whoever they may be. This message remains timely when voices that marginalize certain 
people, or preach contempt, hatred and violence, dominate our public discourse. How do we hear and 
trust this word from God today, and continue to serve God's life-giving work?"
Luther's purpose in writing The Freedom of a Christian was to present the core of his teaching about the 
Bible and the Christian faith to Pope Leo X. With an impending split between Luther and the official 
church, the treatise was a last attempt at reconciliation to prevent the fracturing of the church.
"The Freedom of a Christian is such a beautiful, deep and simple exposition of the Christian faith that 
it is no surprise that, 500 years after Martin Luther first wrote it, we are still learning from it," said 
the Rev. Dr. Carmelo Santos, director for ELCA theological diversity and engagement. Santos led the 
development of the ELCA's initiative. "I pray that this study guide and case studies representing a wide 
diversity of perspectives will help many to rediscover the awesome freedom that we have in Christ and 
the joy of using that freedom to serve our neighbors. We also hope that people will feel inspired to 
contribute their own reflections inspired by The Freedom of a Christian."
"Today, as in Luther's day, our faithful response to the uncertainty and death-dealing forces in our 
world is to proclaim that which is sure and life-giving for all," Eaton writes in her introduction. "Freed 
in Christ, we resist the temptation to turn inward in despair by turning outward in love and service to 
the world. Siblings in Christ, rejoice! We are no longer captive, but free."
The Freedom of a Christian treatise, study guide, case studies and information about submitting 
contributions are available at elca500.org.
 Candace Hill Buchbinder-elca.org
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Feedback from 
Elisha’s Pantry 
Clients
In a questionnaire, handed out to 
clients coming to Elisha’s Pantry 
for food, personal-care items and 
other essential non-food articles 
would also be appreciated. The 
Pantry Steering Committee has 
therefore decided that on every 
last Thursday of the month, after 
having received their bags of food, 
clients can pick up-to three items 
from a special table set up. 

The Bethlehem Witness & Service 
Commission is setting up a drive, 
giving you a chance to bring 
articles that you either already have 
or are willing to purchase (small 
travel-size and larger-size are both 
welcome).  

Collection of your donations 
will happen at the church on 
September 11, between 2PM and 
4PM. Please see Beverly Schaap’s 
write-up about the food-drive for 
F.I.S.H., with donations left at the 
church at the same time. You may 
also drop off items before 9/11 and 
place in the kitchen, but, please, be 
sure to separately package the food 
and the items for Elisha’s Pantry. 

Suggestions of personal-care items 
are: soaps, toothbrushes and 
toothpastes, shampoos, combs, 
hairbrushes, razors, mouth wash, 
“Depends”, etc. Other essential 
articles: cleaning supplies, masks, 
diapers, plastic gloves, Kleenex, 
hand sanitizers, etc. 

Thank you, thank you, 

Witness & Service Commission.  
For questions, call Siri at 303-7860.

 July 2020  
 Actual   Budget Difference
Income $17,654 $24,160    -$6,506
Expenses $25,266 $32,638    -$7,372
Net              -$7,612           -$8,478        $866
 
 YTD  2020 
   
 Actual   Budget Difference
Income         $145,662          $180,200   -$34,538
Expenses      $190,918          $231,249   -$40,331
Net           -$45,256           -$51,049         $5,793
    
Amount needed to meet the budget $7,625 per week 
  June     $4,978

Treasurer's Report
Beverly Schaap

Elisha & F.I.S.H. Collection 
Day at BLC!
Need a reason to take a short drive? Wanting to see and say 
hello to someone from church without contact so everyone 
is still safe?

Here is your chance. Since we haven't been collecting food 
on Sundays, please come on Friday, September 11th from 
2-4 p.m. with food for Elisha and F.I.S.H. Food Pantries. 
We ask that groceries be placed in your trunk so we can 
have a contactless pick up. They are open 3 days a week 
and helping about 40 families per day. Because of packing 
bags ahead and not being able to interact with the clients, 
we are limited in what we give so please bring things from 
the following list:

• Spaghetti or Pasta

• Pasta Sauces

• Cereal (most needed because it is always in short supply)

• Canned Beans

• Canned Vegetables

• Soup (even though it is hot outside people still eat soup)

Families also get bread and fresh fruits and vegetables and 
other items that are available from the food bank.

Thank you very much for caring for our neighbors that are 
struggling in these uncertain times.

-Beverly Schaap
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The deadline for the next issue of The Bethlehem Star is September 25, 2020.
Please submit information and story ideas to the church office or email  blc@sonic.net

Should you have any comments or suggestions that will help improve The Star, we will be pleased to receive them.
Should you wish to discontinue your subscription to The Star please let us know via email.

We have missed making music with you and hope that you had a good summer and are healthy. We are 
excited to announce that we will be starting Wee Praise and Cross Connections choirs virtually!
Please join us for our kickoff event on Thursday, August 27th. Wee Praise (ages 4 through 1st grade) will 
meet from 4:30-5:00 pm. Cross Connections (2nd grade and up) will meet from 5:00-6:00pm. Please 
use the links below to join your choir on Zoom at its scheduled time.

Wee Praise Zoom Link:
https://zoom.us/j/94583178683?pwd=RldtVnhvMVZVdXUwR0RiZDJFbXZJUT09
Cross Connections Zoom Link:
https://zoom.us/j/94064729805?pwd=b0MyU3RodEZwdllTZlBiZVR3aHZhdz09
Password for both Zoom Links: choir

We will be meeting virtually at our usual rehearsal time until we can safely be back in person.
Please feel free to invite friends to join choir! We are always excited to welcome new members! As always, if 
you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out.

We look forward to seeing you soon virtually!
Janet & Laura


