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WELCOME to the fellowship of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We gather to give 
praise and thanks to the One who has given us Christ Jesus, and through him, all 
things. Our goal is to rejoice in the presence of the Lord before we begin a new 
week, to support one another in prayer and to challenge one another to live as 
people of God in our homes, offices, shops, factories, schools and playgrounds. 
We believe the Christian life is the most rewarding, demanding and fulfilling life 
possible ... Please join us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
Gathered to worship,

Equipped by the Holy Spirit,
Strengthened through community,

Sent in peace to serve the Lord. 

CHILDREN are welcome to join their parents in worship. A separate Children’s 
Sermon available online and within this service. 

ONLINE WORSHIP: 
Please join us for worship on our YouTube channel “Pastor Bill Bethlehem 
Santa Rosa” https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5xTmtCjUddP81wRiTd2C8w 
or on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/BLCSantaRosa Please feel free 
to share with friends, remember to like, write a comment, friend or subscribe.
All connections available through our website: blc-bcc.com

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY:  
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judg-
ment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those 
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the 
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet 
we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ 
as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving 
words and deeds.

Worship Notes

B E T H L E H E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
AND  BETHLEHEM  CHILDREN’S CENTER

1300 St. Francis Road, Santa Rosa, California 95409
blc@sonic.net Bill Wessner, Pastor Cell: (707) 782-8703
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PRELUDE  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Praise Band

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” Praise Band 

GREETING
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:13

People:     And also with you.  
THE KYRIE  Dakota Road
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SONG OF PRAISE  “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” Praise Band

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.
 O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, 

and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom 
to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have 
made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please be seated

THE WORD

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 

out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, 
so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 
own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, 
and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice.

  Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between 
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep.

  I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

Following the reading...
Assistant: Word of God. Word of Life.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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PSALM READING  Psalm 95:1-7a
Assistant: Come, let us sing to the Lord;
   let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
People: Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving

   and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.

Assistant: For you, Lord, are a great God,
   and a great ruler above all gods.
People: In your hand are the caverns of the earth;

   the heights of the hills are also yours.  

Assistant: The sea is yours, for you made it,
   and your hands have molded the dry land.
People: Come, let us worship and bow down,

   let us kneel before the Lord our maker.

Assistant: For the Lord is our God,
   and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 

PSALM PRAYER  
Reader: God our maker, you guide us as the sheep of your fold. When we stray 

into rebellion and unbelief, bring us back and restore us, that we may 
follow your ways and listen to the voice of our shepherd who gives us 
eternal life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. -ELW  

People: Amen. 

SECOND READING   Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Following the reading...
Assistant: Word of God.  Word of Life.
People: Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “Halle, Halle, Halle”  Sundays & Seasons

GOSPEL  Matthew 25:31-46
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 

all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and 
in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
 Following the reading...

Pastor: Word of God.  Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Please be seated

SERMON “Glory in the Present Tense” Pastor Bill Wessner
Silence for meditation and reflection

Please stand for the singing of the hymn

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Savior, like a Shepard Lead Us” Praise Band

  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS
We pray today for loved ones and friends who are ill and recovering, especially Margaret War-

rick, Don Hux, Vivian Farland, Dorothy Gullixson, Sharon Boschen, Gina Thompson, Janet Wolf, 
Brianne Konanz, Sue Barnard, Linda Wilkening, Tom Ziegler, Steve Sturgeon, Donald Schaap, Wyatt 
Hughes Graham, Judy & Paul Sengstock, Martin Curtis, Judy Warner, Elaine Gutsch, Liz Halburg, 
Angie Salado, Richard Doran,  JoAnn Lockhard,  Darci Raphael, Greg Talmadge and Jesse Halderman.

Assistant:  Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpour-
ing of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

After each portion of the prayers:

Assistant: Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.

The prayer concludes:

Pastor: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that 
day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will 
reign forever and ever.

People: Amen.
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THE PEACE

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

The minister and congregation share the peace of the risen Christ, saying these or similar words:

Peace be with you.

GATHERING OF GIFTS  Stewardship of Our Lives
 Please consider giving by mail, call the office and we will send envelopes or set up offerings elec-
tronically, email our Financial Secretary, Susan Jenkins at RVWhine@sbcglobal.net. (Subject line: BLC Giving).

OFFERTORY   “For the Fruit of All Creation”           ELW #679    
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OFFERING PRAYER

People: Merciful God,

   as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills

     were gathered together to become one bread,

 so let your church be gathered together

   from the ends of earth into your kingdom,

     for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ,

 now and forever. Amen -Sundays & Seasons

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray as our Lord taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.

SENDING

CLOSING HYMN         “How Great Thou Art”                          Praise Band

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:  17May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
   the Father of glory,
     give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation;
 18that with the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
   you may know the hope to which you are called.
 20May the power of the risen Christ,
   19be at work in your faithfulness,
     22for the church, 23which is his body,
 and for the fullness of Christ,
   who fills all in all. -Ephesians 1
People: Amen.
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DISMISSAL

Assistant:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “I’ll Fly Away” Praise Band

Following service you are invited to stay and celebrate Pastor Bill & Susan 
as we thank them for their time and ministry here at Bethlehem. 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP THIS MORNING
Preaching ............................................Pastor Bill Wessner
Reader ..................................................... Melissa Preston
Praise Band ................. George Schweizer, Melissa Preston
 Dan Thomson, Richard Graalfs, Carolyn Cole-Schweizer 

 George Carson, Pr. Brian Claasen, & Peggy Bimbi
Ushers .............................Bob Adams, Siri & Max Fenson

& Jerry Mackling

Special thanks to our Praise Band and to all who help with our worship!

Musical Reference: 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #742 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW #855 

“I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” ELW #860

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW #789

“How Great Thou Art” ELW #856

“I’ll Fly Away” Hartford Music Co., 1932




