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From Pastor Tyler
“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.,” 

Psalm 96:1

Can you believe it has been a little more than six months since we 
began our partnership in ministry?
I could not be more thankful for your gracious welcome to both 
Abigail and I these past six months – you all have truly made us feel 
at home here at Bethlehem! It is a blessing to be your pastor and I 
cannot wait to celebrate our partnership in ministry together as I 
am officially installed as your new pastor! 
I hope you will join us Sunday, May 1st at 2:30pm for a special 
installation worship service here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
Bishop Megan Rohrer of our Sierra Pacific Synod will be presiding 
at this service, with our very own Rev. Dr. Phyllis Anderson 
preaching. Clergy are invited to vest and take part in the opening 
processional; the color of the day is red. A festive reception with 
heavy appetizers and refreshments will follow the service, to which 
all are invited! 
We are encouraging all of members and friends to join us for the 
afternoon installation worship service. On account of our hope that 
our BLC community will join us for this festive installation service, 
we are only hosting a shortened worship service Sunday morning 
without communion. The installation service will also be broadcast 
on Zoom for those who cannot attend in person, with the link 
posted to Facebook and our weekly e-news. 
Thank you to everyone who is helping to make this installation 
service so special! 
Again, I could not be more excited for all God has in store for us 
as Bethlehem Lutheran Church – I truly believe the best is yet to 
come! My prayer continues to be that our partnership in ministry 
will be a blessing to you, our church, and our community. May the 
Triune God continue to bless our ministry. 
Grace and peace, 
 Pastor Tyler W. Jensen

Gathered to worship,  
Equipped by the Holy Spirit,

Strengthened through community,
  Sent in peace to serve the Lord.

Believers Softball!
Coach Tony Miller is planning for the BLC Believers to begin playing 
softball in mid-May. Details inside. Go Believers!

BLC Book Club 
pick for May 3rd
The Book Women of Troublesome 
Creek: A Novel

By: Kim Michele 
Richardson 

"The author 
has written a 
fascinating novel 
about people 
almost forgotten 
by history: 
Kentucky’s pack-
horse librarians and “blue people.” 
The factual information alone 
would make this book a treasure, 
but with her impressive storytelling 
and empathy, Richardson gives us 
so much more.
Meetings start at 7:00pm on Zoom.

Midweek Bible 
Study
Join us Wednesday's, at 
10:00am in the Parish Hall as 
we continue our study of Paul's 
letters.
All are welcome to attend! 
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Second Mile Sunday

On May 8th, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, along with all Lutheran 
churches in the Sierra Pacific 
Synod will have a basket available 
for contributions to support Mt. 
Cross Ministries.
Mt. Cross Ministries' main 
site is located in the coastal 
redwood forest of the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, 20 minutes from the 
Santa Cruz beaches. Mt. Cross 
offers summer camp and retreat 
opportunities for all ages. Most 
Mt. Cross directed camps are on 
the main site and many, like Day 
Camps, take place in communities 
all over northern California.
Churches, schools, clubs and 
other organizations use Mt. Cross 
as their group retreat center by 
utilizing the Outdoor Conference 
Center (OCC). Mt. Cross provides 
facilities, meal service and program 
support (as desired) to make your 
group's experience as successful 
as possible. Many groups take 
advantage of the Challenge Course 
and/or climbing tower.
Established in 1948, Mt. Cross 
has a unique history in Northern 
California.Pastor:

Tyler W.  Jensen
510-470-4305 (Pastor’s cell) 
Email: PastorTylerJensen@gmail.com
Congregational Officers: 
Jason Kracht, President 
Janet Bertoli, Vice President 
Carolyn Cole-Schweizer, Secretary
Joy Petty, Treasurer
Susan Jenkins, Financial Secretary

Council Commissioners:
Laura Lightfoot, Education
Cal Eriksen, Property
George Schweizer, Stewardship 

Linda Knapp, Witness & Service 
Michelle Frabotta, Worship
Anna Smith, Youth
Susan Jenkins,  BCC Executive Board
Siri Fenson, Bethlehem WELCA President

Staff:
Deborah McNally,  BCC Director
Michelle Frabotta,  Parish Administrator
Janet Bertoli, Adult & Youth Choirs
Barbara Laferriere, Organist, Adult Choir,
Laura Lightfoot, Youth Choirs

Overthinking it 
From Christ in Our Home (May 2022)

[Jesus said,] "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live." (Luke 10:28)

These days we can read online reviews for nearly every product we 
might purchase. Add publications like Consumer Reports and we can 
do serious research before buying anything from running shoes to 
refrigerators. 
Gathering information can help us make smart decisions. But it 
can also immobilize us. Too much information can leave us stuck 
overthinking and never taking action.
The lawyer in today's reading knows the law and the scriptures. He just 
doesn't know what to do with the information. Jesus encourages and 
convicts him, saying, "You know the most important things: love God 
and love neighbor. Get out there and do it!"
Being people of faith doesn't mean we have to know everything before 
we take action. We don't need to get bogged down in exhaustive 
research. We don't need to overthink it. We have everything we need to 
get started.

Love God. Love neighbor. Do this, and you will live.

Spirit, release us from overthinking, and empower us to love the 
world. In the name of Christ. Amen.

Prayer Concern: Those who are lonely, grieving, or afraid

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Children’s Center 
1300 St. Francis Road, Santa Rosa, California 95409

Sunday  Worship : 10:30 a.m. 
Church Office: 707/539-5252, Hours: 9:30-2:30, M-Th   Church Website: www.blc-bcc.com 
Church Email: blc@sonic.net                          Zoom Meeting ID: 841 0567  7361
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BLCSantaRosa             Password: church
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA1g8W7SFMET386SfZBdwZQ
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JOIN BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN CHURCH FOR

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022

JUNE 13-17
6:30-8:30PM

SUGGESTED DONATION: $20 PER FAMILY
AGES: KINDERGARTEN-6TH GRADE
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: MAY 30TH
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May
  1 Russ Mortensen

  2 Emmett Mokaram, Brian & Joni 
Schmidt (24)

  3 Leslee & Lyndon Cramer (48)

  4 Anna Smith, Mary Schroeder

  5 Amanda Knudtzon, Patsy Streckfuss, 
John & Danielle Sass (21)

  6 Mira Kiick, Kay Fish, Michelle 
Thomson

  7  David Smith, Mark Parnell

  8 Rachel Walls

  9 Peter Preston

10 Janis Biksa, Anthony Mack

11 Chris Hershwitzky, Camden Morrow

13 Alicia Virtue

15 Mark Jacobson

16 Bob & Elaine Adams (64)

17 Rosalie Smith, Pat Zivot, Paul Meyer

18 Terry Wilson

20 Jesse Claasen

21 Amelia Comstock-Skipp

22 Marcus Hershwitzky

23 John Huotari

26 Natalie Back

27 Patrick & Vanessa Riggs (15)

28 Erin Abel, Gail Bowers

29 Tom Ziegler

30 Julie Barnes

31 Arend Folkens, Oliver Frabotta

Asante Fair Trade Sale
Our friends, Kathy and Stan Booker will 
return to Bethlehem on Sunday, May 15 
to host a Fair Trade African Bazaar. Items 
are provided by women’s craft groups in 
East Africa. The money raised will be sent 
to women’s groups in Tanzania to provide 
scholarships for needy students. The Sale 
will be open from 9:30 am - 10:30am before 
church or immediately after the Service. Please 
come and take a look (and bring your own 
shopping bag). Cash or check only, please. 
Welcome back, Kathy and Stan!

Bethlehem Believers Game Schedule

May 16 - 6:10 p.m.  The Rock vs. Bethlehem  NW 
May 23 - 6:10 p.m. Bethlehem vs. Spring Hills  SW  
June 6   - 7:10 p.m. Bridge vs. Bethlehem  SW
June 13 - 6:10 p.m. Bethlehem vs. Victory Outreach  NW
June 20 - 6:10 p.m. Bethlehem vs. Calvary RP  NW
June 27 - 7:10 p.m. Bethlehem vs. Hessel  NW
July 11  - 7:10 p.m. Bethlehem vs. Gateway  NW
July 18  - 6:10 p.m. The Rock vs. Bethlehem  SW 
July 25  - 6:10 p.m. Bridge vs. Bethlehem  NW
Aug 1    - 6:10 p.m. Victory Outreach vs. Bethlehem  NW
Aug 8    - 6:10 p.m.  Spring Hills vs. Bethlehem  NW
Aug 15  -  Playoffs  TBD 

All games are held at Santa Rosa Bible Church 4575 Badger Rd.

  
WWhheenn::     

WWhheerree::     

Waxed Batik by Miichi Women’s Group 

Baskets by Rwenzori Mountain Women’s Groups 

Shopping With A Purpose! 

Asante Network presents beautiful hand crafted gift items including baskets,  
jewelry, clothing, batiks, tablecloths, carvings, and purses. Asante Network is committed to 
helping Women’s Groups in East Africa by finding markets for their crafts. All efforts are 
designed to provide dignity, hope and a better future for them.  

FAIR TRADE 
AAFFRRIICCAANN  BBAAZZAAAARR   

Help spread the word.  
Visit and like us on 

Facebook.com/AsanteNetwork 

SSuunnddaayy,,  MMaayy  1155,,  22002222  
HHoouurrss::  BBeettwweeeenn  sseerrvviicceess  ((99::3300--1100::3300))  
AAftfteerr  1100::3300  AAMM  sseerrvviiccee  uunntitill  11  PPMM  
  

BBeetthhlleehheemm  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh  
11330000  SStt..  FFrraanncciiss  RRooaadd  
SSaannttaa  RRoossaa,,  CCAA  
 

Bring your own shopping bag to carry 
home your treasures. 

Benefit BLC with Online Shopping
Many of you are shopping for a myriad of items online. Don't forget, if 
you are shopping at Amazon, you can shop instead at smile.amazon.com 
and increase donations for Bethlehem Lutheran Church. AmazonSmile 
is a simple and automatic way for you to support BLC every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price (.5%)  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com 
from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also 
want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to 
return and start your shopping.
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2022 Offering of Letters
Bethlehem Lutheran will be holding an Offering of Letters on May 8, Mother's Day. We have participated for many 
years in this advocacy on behalf of hungry and poor people in our world. This year we will be refocusing on Global 
Malnutrition. The pandemic has led to the alarming growth of childhood malnutrition, erasing years of progress. In 
places like Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Eastern Europe, people are facing increased hunger and the threat of 
famine.

The good news is that preventing and treating child malnutrition, including improving nutrition for mothers, is 
straightforward. Foods high in nutrition along with supplements can enable children to grow and stay healthy. 
Improving nutrition can make it possible for mothers to care for their children, for those children to attend school and 
for farms and businesses to flourish.

We are asking our congresspeople to support the Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act and to support an 
increase in global nutrition funding to $300 million.

There are several ways for you to participate. First, you are invited to a continental breakfast during our Adult Forum 
at 9:30 in the Parish Center on May 8. We’ll share information about this year’s emphasis to make global nutrition for 
mothers and children a priority. We will provide copies of the letters to be signed for each Congressperson- Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, Senator Alex Padilla, and Representative Mike Thompson. Or you are always welcome to compose 
your own letters.

Second, you can sign the letters after church during Coffee Time. Please return all letters on Sunday, May 15 
for dedication. No need to add an envelope or stamp! We can mail the letters together in one envelope to each 
Congressperson, which saves on individual postage.

Third, email formats are available at https://secure.bread.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=427 
More information is available at https://ol.bread.org/

Many thanks for your prayers and support.

Honoring Mothers
"April showers bring May flowers," or so the saying goes, and May is the month we honor mothers often with 
flowers. Maybe those flowers can be turned into blessings for our mothers and for mothers we don't know!
For several years the Women of Bethlehem have brought you an opportunity to send 
your mother, or a special woman in your life, the unique gift of a donation in her 
honor for The Living Room, a Santa Rosa day center for homeless women and their 
children.
Donation cards to enclose in your Mother's Day greeting are available in the Narthex.
Mothers are known for their giving and serving attributes. Imagine the difficulties of 
caring for your children on the streets or in a shelter. The Living Room offers a safe 
environment for homeless women and children to spend quality time learning, playing, having meals, and 
getting counseling and help.
Contributions to The Living Room can be made during Sunday offering or online by visiting blc-bcc.com and 
click on 'Giving Options' or mail a check to the Church office with "Living Room" on the memo line.
Your mother will be blessed by your thoughtfulness in honoring her by giving help to others.
~Phyllis Hoover, WELCA Vice President
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Memorial Day
Originally called Decoration Day, from the early tradition of 
decorating graves with flowers, wreaths and flags, Memorial Day 
is a day for rememberance of those who have died in service to 
our country. It was first widely observed on May 30, 1868 to 
commemorate the sacrifices of Civil War soldiers.

By the late 1800s, many more cities and communities observed 
Memorial Day, after World War I, it became an occasion for 
honoring those who died in all of America's wars and was then 
more widely established as a national holiday throughout the 
United States.

In 1971, Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act and 
established that Memorial Day was to be commemorated on the 
last Monday of May.

Memorial Day is commemorated at Arlington National Cemetery 
each year with a ceremony in which a small American flag is placed 
on each grave. Traditionally, the President lays a wreath at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier. About 5,000 people attend the ceremony 
annually.

Celebrate Memorial Day Monday, May 30, 2022.

Homebound: Astrid Haugaard, 
Marion Heiken, Gloria Hamil-
ton, Clarissa Tuor, Judy Warner, 
Ruby Malde, Helen Osborne, 
Adele Mortensen 
Special Concerns: Richard 
Doran, Tom Ziegler, Steve Stur-
geon, Donna Cole, Mira Kiick, 
Donna Rudningen, Pam Pegly, 
Michael Ferri, Arend Folkens & 
Brian Krug
If you would like to join the Prayer 
Chain, please call the Church 
Office and offer your name and 
email.

Women of Bethlehem
Saturday, June 25, 2022!

WELCA has begun the 
planning

for the Women’s Retreat this
Summer.  Put the date on 

your
calendar and plan to have a 
wonderful Saturday lead by

Pastor Diane!!!
More information to come!
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 March 2022  
 Actual   Budget Difference
Income $23,293 $23,594        -$301
Expenses $32,454 $31,921         $533
Net              -$9,161           -$8,327        -$834
    
 YTD  2022 
   
 Actual   Budget Difference
Income           $76,039           $67,551     $8,488
Expenses        $83,647           $86,394    -$2,747
Net             -$7,608          -$18,843     $11,235
    
Amount needed to meet the budget $6,793 per week 
  March     $5,823

Treasurer's Report
Joy Petty

The deadline for the next issue of The Bethlehem Star is May 20, 2022.

Please submit information and story ideas to the church office or email blc@sonic.net

Should you have any comments or suggestions that will help improve The Star, we will be pleased to receive them.

Should you wish to discontinue your subscription to The Star please let us know via email.

Quilting Group
The BLC Sewing Group meets on 
May 17 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the Parish Center.  
Join us if you like to sew and 
like making quilts. All hands are 
welcome.  Lunch is brown bag.
Come join us, there is something 
for everyone to do.

After Easter, we will return to our 
tradition of "Flowers" on the Altar.  
Sign up on the kiosk for a Sunday.  
This is a great opportunity to 
honor someone special in your 
life, or to remember loved ones 
who are no longer with us.  After 
the service the flowers are yours 
to take home and enjoy.  Each 
bouquet is $20, and you can sign 
up for one, or for both!

Join the BLC 
Community
The faith community 
of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church 
will welcome new 
members into 
the fellowship on 
Pentecost Sunday, 
June 5th.  Know of someone 
who might be interested in 
joining?  Contact Pastor Tyler or 
the Church Office.  There is a 
sign-up in the Narthex.

Children's Spring Musical - May 15
Sometimes fears and anxieties can make us feel like the sky is 
falling! On her last day on grandma’s farm, Faith falls into an 
afternoon nap after a busy day of playing, 
and into a dream where she thinks she has 
fallen asleep at night and forgotten to lock 
grandma’s chickens safely in the coop. In 
a panic she looks for them, and quickly 
finds them — now human-sized chickens 
wearing party hats, celebrating their 
“freedom” from the coop. Concerned to get 
them back home safely, she discovers they 
must cross the Pit of Fear, the Mountain 
of Expectations, and the Forest of the 
Unknown — exaggerated “dream versions” 
of things she is dealing with back home 
in real life. While facing these dangers (along with an unending 
stream of chicken jokes and puns), Faith is reminded of all she has 
learned from God’s Word which arms her, and her new poultry-
pals, to trust God no matter what the fear or anxiety. Easy to learn, 
impossible to forget . . . O Chicken of Little Faith.
Be sure to save the date and come support our Youth, May 15 at 
10:30am.


